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Low can a tenant organizing project go beyond just providing a 
needed service and begin to organize people around the need for 
fundamental changes in our society? Tenant organizing in this 
country has often been characterized by tenant unions that spring 
up in times of crisis, and are too busy to deal with larger political 
questions during that crisis. Later, when things calm down, the 
organization falls apart, or becomes dormant until another crisis. 

We in City Life/Vida Urbana, which started in 1972 as the 
Jamaica Plain Tenant Action Group, do tenant organizing and 
advocate for affordable housing as a multi-issue organization with 
a socialist vision. We also have a Workplace Committee of labor 
activists, a committee that puts on cultural and educational 
events, and in the past have had committees organizing around 
welfare, women's safety, education, international issues, and 
others. 

Over the past few years, our housing organizing has been 
centered around a project we call the Eviction Free Zone. Much of 
the impetus for the project was our own frustration with tenant 
organizing as a way to build a radical housing movement that at 
the same time addresses larger issues. 

Why housing in the first place? The group that started City Life 
was primarily women. While it came out of the experience of the 
civil rights movement and the new left, the group was also deeply 
influenced by feminism. They did not accept the notion that it was 


only in the industrial workplace that a movement for radical 
change would develop. They decided to focus on issues that affect 
people's, especially women’s, daily lives. That led to, among other 
issues, housing. 

Over the years housing organizing has meant many different 
things. The most basic and continuous has been tenant 
organizing. Our tenant hotline has received thousands of calls 
over the years. Most calls are about rent increases, evictions, poor 
conditions, etc. We try to give practical advice from a pro-tenant 
point of view. Certain situations are best dealt with by uniting with 
other tenants, rather than an individual response. We encourage 
and help people to form tenant unions in these cases, and work 
with them to develop strategy and organization. From large, 
militant rent strikes to smaller and more modest actions, we try to 
encourage people to know and use their legal rights, and, beyond 
that, to use the power they have by being united and determined. 

In addition to tenant counseling and organizing, our housing 
work has taken other directions. In the late 70’s and early 80’s, 
many public buildings were declared surplus and disposed of by 
the city. Most of these were schools, and most were given or sold 
to developers for condo conversion. In part this was the path of 
least resistance- giving lucrative condo projects to developers is a 
Boston politician's dream, and there were plenty lined up at the 
trough. In part it was also a conscious strategy by the White 

Continued on next page . 



City Life (continued) 


administration to encourage the gentrification of certain 
neighborhoods. In Jamaica Plain, they met a determined and 
organized resistance, led by City Life. We brought together 
affordable housing supporters to march, petition, sit in, camp out, 
sue, and other forms of resistance. The struggle over these 
buildings, which ended with mixed results (and which still goes on 
over the Bowditch School), broadened awareness and 
participation in JP of the crucial issue of whether working class 
residents would continue to be able to live here. 

Other work has included a long-term fight for stronger rent 
control, involvement in the Washington Street Corridor Coalition, 
and numerous citywide affordable housing efforts. Through all 
this housing work, we have tried to bring a radical perspective. 

The housing system is a clear example of the failure of capitalism 
as a system- there is a lack of housing for the poor precisely 
because it is not profitable. Not only is the the private market 
driven by profit, but also subsidized and public housing has been 
designed in ways that do not threaten profit levels in the private 
market. These have been constant themes for us in our work with 
tenants. And more than just infusing our organizing with a 
political analysis, we have tried to show the power that people can 
have when they act collectively, and especially using direct-action 
strategies. 

These have been constant themes for us because our goal is not 
just to reform or rationalize the housing system, but to help build a 
movement for fundamental change. While the election of 
George Bush (just when we hoped the Reagan years were finally 
over) shows how far away we are from this movement, we see the 
work of groups like ours as crucial building blocks for that 
movement. We are doing housing work that shows that the profit 
system doesn't work, and that ordinary people can work 
collectively to change it. 

Around 1985, we became dissatisfied with how scattered our 
housing work was. We were winning small and large battles, but 
the even larger battle- who would ultimately live in Jamaica Plain 
and Roxbury- was being lost. We began a process with the 
Greater Roxbury Neighborhood Authority, Jamaica Plain Legal 
Services Center, and other groups to develop a community-wide 
strategy we started calling the Eviction Free Zone. We developed 
a coalition in that year that declared most of Roxbury and half of 
J.P. an Eviction Free Zone (EFZ). We set up a system, and 
publicized it throughout he community, to give assistance to 
anyone in the area that faced eviction for unjust reasons- condo 
conversions, large rent increases, or landlord harrassment. 

Though there are landlords who would have you believe that 
the typical eviction case involves a drug dealer who plays loud 
music all night and refuses to pay the rent because he knows he 
can beat the system, the reality is that the vast majority of 


evictions and forced move-outs are based the economic reasons 
noted above. Market conditions in Boston, together with the 
crippling vacancy decontrol provision of the rent control law, 
combine to give incentives to many Boston landlords to force their 
tenants out through poor conditions, harrassment, or eviction on 
one pretext or another. While many landlords have refused to 
get involved in this type of activity, organized networks of 
speculators and profiteers have caused thousands of affordable 
units to be lost. 

Through 1986 we succeeded in helping a large number of 
tenants who called us facing actual or potential eviction, rent 
increase, or bad conditions. Just down the street from our office, 
on Green St., a nine-unit building was bought by condo convertor 
Steven DeRosa. The mostly Latino tenants received eviction 
notices under their doors. The tenants came to City Life for help 
and we soon had an active tenant union. The three year struggle 
that ensued was a classic confrontation. 

These buildings were crucial, not only to save the 9 units as 
affordable housing for the residents, but because of the strategic 
location- Green St. is a street that still has residents who are 
low-income and people of color, while neighborhoods on both 
sides are increasingly gentrified. The tenants resisted efforts to 
trick, bribe, or intimidate them into moving. City Life and the 
tenants organized a cleanup that energized the tenants and other 
supporters who came out and helped. J.P. Legal Services provided 
many hours of legal work. And Boston's rent control laws, (weak as 
they are), themselves the product of the struggle by thousands of 
tenants over many years, provided some backup for the tenants’ 
position. 

Finally, in the fall of 1988, the units have been rehabbed, and 
the tenants are still there, most with Section 8 subsidies and 
security of tenure. Green St. tenants are working with us on the 
Eviction Free Zone project, speaking to other tenants about what 
they've learned. Another anchor of affordable housing has been 
put on the changing map of Jamaica Plain. 

For City Life, the cost in resources to organize a building like 
this is high. Though the Eviction Free Zone brought us many 
worthwhile successes in stopping evictions, it eventually became 
clear that the groups in the Eviction Free Zone Coalition just 
couldn’t handle such a large area as a real community organizing 
project. 

So in early 1987, City Life began to work toward a new strategy- a 
Phase 2 of the EFZ. We picked a smaller area of the EFZ- an area 
of about 2500 households along the Washington St. Corridor from 
Egleston Sq. to Green St. We decided to focus on this area in a 
different, more intensive community organizing project to stop 
displacement of low-income residents. 



This neighborhood was, and is, one at very high risk for 
displacement. As the plans for the removal of the old Orange 
Line tracks grew nearer, speculative real estate activity jumped. 

At the same time, the neighborhood was one of two remaining in 
J.P. that had a large amount of low-income housing. Many 
residents had been pushed there from other parts of JP that had 
already been devastated by the gentrification process. If this 
Washington St. neighborhood was to become home to another 
wave of condo owners and young professionals, where were 
current low-income residents to go? At the same time, this 
dilemma affected not only the J.P. end of the Washington St. 
Corridor, but was a concern all the way through Roxbury, the South 
End, into Chinatown. 

Our new phase of the EFZ project is based on the belief that a 
mobilized and educated community, with the assistance of an 
experienced and militant housing organization, can stop the 
gentrification of their community. Contrary to the belief that 
Market Forces will win out in the end, we aim to force the market 
down in this neighborhood by letting speculators and condo 
convertors know that it's just not worth it to try to cash in here. 

We began by spreading the word about the project to our 
network and bringing new people and energy into our committee. 
Then, in August of 1987, we began a door-to-door canvass of the 
whole neighborhood. At each door, we give tenants rights 
information to the tenant, ask about housing problems we might 
be able to help with, and ask to resident to join our EFZ network 
and work with us to help stop displacement. With homeowners 
and small landlords, we talk about how the gentrification process 
often hurts homeowners, causing them to have higher taxes, see 
their friends move away, and often end up themselves leaving 
their neighborhood and network of friends and support. 

Out of the canvassing has come not only widespread awareness 
of the issues of displacement, but also a large network of 
supporters, on each of the 52 streets that make up the Zone. We 
send a bulletin to all supporters every 6 or 8 weeks, letting them 
know what’s going on in the area and gradually increasing their 
awareness of housing issues and of their neighborhood as an 
Eviction Free Zone. 

We have three basic ways that we stop evictions. First, and 
affecting by far the most people, is the education about tenants’ 
rights. Many tenants move when their landlord says to move, 
even though they have the right to stay. This is particularly true 
when a property is being sold. A tenant giving up and moving 
usually means that one more affordable unit has been lost to the 
community. Second, tenants who need legal assistance are 
hooked up with the Legal Services Center. They receive high 
quality legal help there from a staff that is very aware of the issue 
of displacement in the neighborhood. Third, in the few cases 
where these means aren’t enough, we try to mobilize people on 
the street, or in the building, to intervene with the landlord 
through some type of community pressure. In the long run, this is 
a crucial tactic that will become more important. It is a necessary 
one because in many cases it is perfectly legal in Boston for condo 
convertors or unscrupulous landlords to force people from their 
homes in the name of high profits. 

The cases that get the most attention are those where 
community involvement can really make a difference. On 
Boylston St., a condo convertor bought and converted a three 
family house just as our project was starting. We couldn't stop the 
evictions, which had already happened. But the surrounding 
neighbors met several times, to learn more about the issue, and to 
let the condo convertor know his activities were not welcome in the 
neighborhood. On Washington St., we helped residents of a 


duplex cope with a series of attempts by a group of speculators to 
evict them. In each situation , whether or not we succeed in 
stopping the actual eviction or conversion, we and the residents 
are learning how to make the EFZ project work, and we're 
increasing awareness of the issue and what can be done about it. 

There are many other parts to the EFZ project- working with 
churches, neighborhood organizations, and other community 
institutions; doing events such as our big EFZ March and Rally 
last fall; looking for ways to get housing out of the speculative 
market for good, such as the J.P. Neighborhood Development 
Corporation's Cooperative Project; mobilizing our network to work 
for affordable housing in other ways, etc. 

In October, 1988, we expanded the Eviction Free Zone to a 
second area- in the Hyde Square neighborhood of JP. This 
predominantly Latino neighborhood is the other major area of JP 
where affordable housing still exists. City Life has a strong base in 
this area, where many of our members live. And now we have a 
model of one successful zone on which to base our second effort. 

We started the EFZ, not based on any particular model, but 
"making it up as we went along", learning how to build a project 
like this. Like any project, there have been failures and problems, 
and days when the EFZ didn't seem like such a great idea after all. 
But overall, it's been a great success, and has given us a 
framework within which our housing work is more coherent and 
unified. 

We hope to help build, not just two zones mobilized against 
displacement, but a newly revitalized and militant tenant 
movement in Boston. Already Cambridge is kicking off an 
Eviction Free Zone Project, and a new Roxbury group. Greater 
Roxbury Anti- Arson and Anti-Displacement Organization 
(GRANDO), will be organizing against displacement. We 
brought EFZ supporters to sit-in at Councillor Maura Hennigan's 
office last summer just before the vote to strengthen protections 
for tenants against condo conversion, and she got the message. 

We see hopeful signs that a tenant movement could emerge to 
demand solutions to Boston’s housing crisis. 

In a larger scale, we want to help build a movement across 
neighborhoods, and cities, that sees the failure of a system based 
on profit, and sees their own power to demand and win radical 
solutions. Without a movement that goes beyond housing to 
challenge capitalism as a whole, there are limits to how much the 
housing system can change. For us, it wouldn't be worth the 
commitment we've made if we couldn't foresee being part of that 
larger change. For now, we'll continue trying build our Eviciton 
Free Zones as one model of how to mobilize a community to fight 
for its survival. 


TO GET INVOLVED- 

If you'd like to get involved in working on housing issues, 
call City Life at 524-3541 . In Cambridge, call the 
Cambridge Economic Opportunity Commission 
(868-2900, Housing Unit) for more information about 
the Cambridge Eviction Free Zone; or the Cambridge 
Tenant Union, 576-1 006. The Greater Roxbury 
Anti-arson Anti-displacement Organization (GRANDO) 
is seeking its first director and can be reached at 
445-7708. The Boston Affordable Housing Coalition 
(267-2949) works with tenants in HUD properties. 

The Mass Tenants Organization (267-6260) is a 
statewide tenants' rights group. 
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Noon - 9:00 pm The Quilt: See it and Under- 
stand. Part of World AIDS Day. At the Cyclora- 
ma, 539 Tremont St, Boston. Info: 451-9003 


8:00 pm Primal Seeing: Pelle Lowe's premiere of a new multimedia 
performance work. Lewis Khlar's A Month of Crickets; New En- 
gland premiere: Peggy Awesh and Keith Sanborn's new film inspired 
by a writing by George Bataille; Leslie Thornton's Peggy and Fred in 
Hell, Tom Rhoads' Warm Broth and Green. Part of Exposures:Bring- 
ing the body to light, subjecting the body (the thinking reed and the 
exquisite corpse). Curator is Mark McElhatten. $5 advance, $4 at door. 
Sponsored by the Boston Film & Video Foundation. At 1126 Boylston 
St., Boston. Info: 536-1540 

8:30 pm - 10:00 pm Discussion Group for Men with Sexual Abuse His- 
tories. Open only to non-offending male sexual abuse survivors. $5 do- 
nation. Sponsored by New Directions for Men. At the conference 
room, Cambridge Chamber of Commerce, 859 Mass Ave Info* 
498-9881 


Fr i* ry through Dec 17. 9:00 am -10:00 pm Insight, Image and 
AAA 4-u Illusion: an exhibition of paintings, drawings, stained 
glass and sculpture by women artists featuring works by Ming Fen 
Hsu, Lee Jacintho, Jane Lynch, Marilyn Mills, Caitlin OToole, and Mi 
Robertson. Many of the works will be offered for sale. At the Boston 
YWCA Berkeley Residence, 40 Berkeley St, South End. Info: 482-8850 


1:00 pm - 2:00 pm Women in Black. Join the Women in Black vigil, pro- 
testing the Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza, and support- 
ing the right to self-determination of the Palestinian people. The dem- 
onstration will be outside of the Israeli Consulate at the Statler office 
building, Park Square, Boston. Please dress entirely in black to show 
solidarity with the Israeli peace group. Women in Black who protest the 
occupation every Friday in Jerusalem. Info: Nancy Murray: 482-3170, 
Margaret: 492-7930 before 9:30 pm. 


5:00 pm Commemoration of the Eighth Anniversary of the Witness 
of Dorothy Kazel, Ita Ford, Jean Donovan, and Maura Clarke. Vigil 
at Park St. Station. Ecumenical Service at the Paulist Center, 5 Park St 
at 5:45-6:45 pm. Reception following. Info: 742-4460 


7:00 pm Leila and the Wolves by Lebanese filmmaker Heiny Srour, 
draws on the Arab heritage of oral tradition and mosaic pattern to ex- 
plore the collective memory of Arab women and their hidden role in 
Lebanese and Palestinian history over the past century. Palestinian ac- 
tress Bushra Karaman, who appeared inA Wedding in Galilee will intro- 
duce the film. At the Bartos Theatre, Wiesner Building, 20 Ames St, 
MIT, Cambridge. Info: 253-8854 


8:00 pm Josiah Warren (1798-1874: The First American Anarchist. 
Black Rose Lecture by Charles Shively. A native Bostonian, an 
inventor and accomplished musician, Josiah Warren was a founder of 
the American cooperative movement. Warren organized three 
individualist anarchist communities, Equity, Ohio, Utopia, Indiana, 
and Modern Times, L.I. in which largely successful mutualist economic 
experiments, such as the Time Store, were carried out. His economic 
ideas foreshadowed many of Proudhon's and directly influenced 
Henry George. His advocacy of free love influenced Steven Pearl 
Andrews, Victoria Woodhull, and Mary Gove Nichols. Warren's 
anticapitalist, fiercely individualist approach was the mainstream of 
American anarchism for most of the 19th century. 


8:00 pm Locomotion/Transport. This program is still being formulated 
at press time. It may include Margaret Mead and Gregory Bateson's 
Trance and Dance in Bali, Anthony Balch with William Burrough's 
Towers Open Fire and excerpts from Chaplin and Vertov. Part of Expo- 
sures: Bringing the body to light, subjecting the body (the thinking 
reed and the exquisite corpse). Series curator is Mark McElhatten. Ad- 
vance $5, at door $4. At the Boston Film and Video Foundation, 1126 
Boylston St, Boston. Info: 536-1540 


DECEMBER 


Freedom only for the supporters of the 
government , only for the members of 
one party - however numerous they 
may be - is no freedom at all. Freedom 
is always and exclusively freedom for 
the one who thinks differently. Not 
because of any fanatical concept of 
'justice', but because all that is 
instructive, wholesome, and purifying 
in political freedom depends on this 
essential characteristic, and its 
effectiveness vanishes when 'freedom' 
becomes a special privilege. 


Rosa Luxemburg 



7:30 pm Native American Night with Gonzalo, manitonquat 
(medicine story), mirashawn, opening drum by the Wamesit singers. 
At the Nameless Coffeehouse, 3 Church St. (corner of Church St. and 
Mass Ave.), Cambridge. Free. Info: 864-1630 

8:00 pm Approximate Man/Adventures in Two Dimensions Irony/ 
Parody/Comedy New England Premiere: George Kuchar 's Calling Dr. 
Petrov, The Creeping Crimson, and Motivation of the Carcasoids; New En- 
gland premiere: Tony Conrad's Redressing Down, That Far Away Look, 
In Line (from "The Poetics of TV") and An Immense Majority. Part of Ex- 
posures bringing the body to light, subjecting the body (the thinking 
reed and the exquisite corpse). $5 in advance, $4 at door. At Boston Film 
& Video Foundation, 1126 Boylston St., Boston. Info: 536-1540 

O >J Noon - 5:00 pm Women's Craft Market. Local in- 

^ ULII A dependent craftswomen will sell their work. In the 
basement at 186 Hampshire St, Cambridge. 

Noon The Yuletide Stride: a 5 mile road race to directly benefit people 
with AIDS. Sponsored by Frontrunners/Boston. $10 donation/entry 
fee. The race starts on Charles St between Boston Common and the 
Public Gardens. Info: 266-6294 or 267-2996 

3:00 pm Book Signing and Readings with Victoria Byerly and Katie 
Cannon authors of Hard Time Cotton Mill Girls. Admission $3. At the 
Center for Marxist Education, 550 MAss Ave, Cambridge. Info: 
868-5620 

3:00 pm AIDS Benefit Concert for the Fenway Health Center pres- 
ented by the Arlington St. Church Choir with the Emmanuel Cham- 
ber Orchestra performing Schubert's Mass in G, Bach's Cantata # 150, 
and Mozart's Ave Verum and Missa Brevis, K 275. $12 donation, $8 for 
children & senior citizens. At the Arlington St Church, corner of Ar- 
lington & Boylston Sts in Boston. Info: 536-7051 


Q 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm Quilting Bee for the 
JL llUIb O Names Project AIDS memorial quilt. If you 
are grieving or just want to talk about AIDS & its impact on you and 
your extended family, you are more than welcome to join; you don't 
have to sew, just come & be a part. At the Arlington St. Church, Arling- 
ton & Boylston Sts, Boston, Info: 451-9003 

8:00 pm Children: They're not just for heterosexuals anymore - an ex- 
ploration of gay parenting. Discussion group at the Walker Memorial 
Building, MIT. Info: 266-1129 

8:00 pm Naomi Goldenberg: The Sky is Falling Feminist reflections 
on the apocalyptic in everyday life. Sponsored by the Boston Area Col- 
loquium on Feminist Theory. At Northeastern University, Boston 
Campus, Frost Lounge, Ell Building. Info: 437-4984 

7:00 pm Anne Devlin by Northern Irish filmmaker Pat 

Murphy, is a historical costume drama set in the period 
of the republican uprisings of 1798. Based on the actual diaries of Anne 
Devlin, a servant of Irish rebel Robert Emmet; the film recovers her 
own critical role in the rebellions, and pays tribute to all women who 
have been omitted from historical records. Nancy Curtin, a historian 
who specializes in the role of women in the Irish resistance movement 
of this era, will introduce the film. At the Bartos Theatre, Wiesner 
Building, 20 Ames St, MIT, Cambridge. Info: 253-8854 

8:00 pm The Goddess Myth Reconsidered: A Critique of 
Eco-primitivism a Black Rose Lecture by Janet Biehl. "Within 
contemporary anarchist, feminist, and ecology movements, there has 
been a wave of occultism, spiritualism, paganism, goddess worship, 
and earth worship coupled with deep seated, primitivist antipathies 
to science, technology, and all forms of rational analysis. Biehl 
contends that these currents threaten to transform radical politics into 


8:00 pm - 10:00 pm Lesbian Rap: Women & Pornography. Free. At the 
Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. Info: 354-8807^ 

8:00 pm Foreign Policy Reporting: A Language of the Elite. ARCO Fo- 
rum on Public Affairs. At the JFK School of Government, 79 JFK St., 
Cambridge. Info 495-1370 


Tues 13 

Commonwealth Ave, 


7:00 pm Boston NOW Reproductive Rights 
Task Force Meeting. At the NOW office, 971 
Boston. Info: 782-1056 


7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 30 + Lesbian Rap: Making the First Move7:30pm - 
10:00 pm Bisexual Women's Rap: Bisexuality and Family. Free. At the 
Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. Info: 354-8807^ 

7:15 pm Meeting of the BI-CEP Bisexual Committee Engaging in Pol- 
itics at the Boylston Hall, Room 2b, Harvard Yard. Info: 734-9348 

8:00 pm Women in the Media: Now What, So What. Panel discussion 
with Kay Mills, author of A Place in the News and contributor to the L.A. 
Times, Martin F. Nolan, editor editorial page of the Boston Globe, 
Soma Golden, national editor New York Times, Ellen Hume, reporter 
Wall Street Journal and executive director of the Joan Shorstein Baron 
Center on the press, politics and public policy. ARCO Forum of Public 
Affairs, JFK School of Government, 79 JFK St., Cambridge. Info: 
495-1370 


TA7^ J /% 7:30 pm Health Care Under Different Social 

V V Cl A TC Systems, a presentation at the Center for 
Marxist Education, 550 Mass. Ave, Cambridge. $3 admission. Info: 
868-5620 

2:30 pm - 4:00 pm Cardenas - Leader of the Mexican Opposition will 
be speaking at MIT room E38-714. Info: 247-0702 

7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Politics of Fat: Why We Binge & Why We Diet. 8:00 
pm - 10:00 pm Feminist Discussion Group: Divorce & Separation 
Free. At the Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. Info: 354-8807 


Tlllirc 1 C 4:00 pm Women and the Use of Non-viol- 

X iillXJj JLiD ent Civil Disobedience in Sri Lanka, a 
talk by Anita Nesiah, recipient of the 1988-1989 Peace fellowship atthe 
Bunting Institute at Radcliffe College. Part of the Program in Women's 
Studies women and politics series, the Center for International Stu- 
dies and the department of political science at MIT. At room E38-615, 
272 Main St, MIT campus, Cambridge. Info: 263-8844 

8:00 pm Coping on the Holidays discussion group. At the Walker Me- 
morial Building, MIT Info: 266-1129 


'P • -| 7:00 pm Nice Colored Girls by Tracy Moffat, an 

A AX lO Aboriginal Australian filmmaker, employs an un- 
usual and powerful format to dissect the impact of the origins of Brit- 
ish Colonialism upon contemporary Aboriginal women. Focus is espe- 
cially placed upon their current strategies of resistance. Sponsored by 
the Program in Women's Studies at MIT. At the Bartos Theatre, Wies- 
ner Building, 20 Ames St, MIT, Cambridge. Info: 263-8844 

8:00 pm - midnight Women's Coffeehouse: Pat Humphreys. Free. At 
the Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. Info: 354-8807^ 

^ H 10:00 am - 2:00 pm US and the Israeli-Palestinian 

^ dX A / Conflict, a crash course for women only. Spon- 
sored by Mobilization for Survival. Free. At the Cambridge Women's 
Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. Info: 354-0008 ^ 

10:45 am Boston Bisexual Women's/Men's Network Monthly Dim 
Sum Brunch. Meet under the arch in Chinatown. Average cost: $6-$8 
per person. Women & Men welcome. Info: 247-6683 

11:00 am - 5:00 pm Women's Craft Market. Local independent crafts- 
women will sell their work In the basement at 186 Hampshire St, 
Cambridge. 
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at press time. It may include Margaret Mead and Gregory Bateson's 
Trance and Dance in Bali, Anthony Balch with William Burrough's 
Towers Open Fire and excerpts from Chaplin and Vertov. Part of Expo- 
sures: Bringing the body to light, subjecting the body (the thinking 
reed and the exquisite corpse). Series curator is Mark McElhatten. Ad- 
vance $5, at door $4. At the Boston Film and Video Foundation, 1126 
Boylston St, Boston. Info: 536-1540 

8:00 - 12:00 pm Women's Coffeehouse: Women's Floating Loft Pres- 
ents "Multimedia Art Show". Free At the Women's Center, 46 Pleas- 
ant St, Cambridge. Info: 354-8807^ 


^ ^ A. r% Psychology, Peace and Social Responsibility an all 
^ dl day conference bringing together mental health pro- 
fessionals and the academic community with those who are active in 
peace and social justice work. At Hampshire College, Amherst, Ma. 
Info: Virginia Senders, Pelham Hill Rd., Shutesbury Ma. 01701. Tel # 
413-259-1644 


9:00 am - 4:15 pm Central American Solidarity Movement Confer- 
ence Discussion of post-election strategy, how to adjust to new period 
and environment, the new administration's policies on Central Amer- 
ica. Registration is at 9:00 am. $7 at the door. Mail-in registration is $5 
payable to BANCA, 1151 Mass Ave, Cambridge 02138. Strategy papers 
will be mailed to registrants. 9:30 plenary, 1:30 - 3:00 workshops, 3:00 
- 4:15 plenary wrap up. Anyone interested in solidarity work is encour- 
aged to attend. Speakers include a representative of the FMLN/FDR, 
author & activist Holly Sklar, and former mayor of Berkeley Ca, Gus 
Newport. At the Mass College of Art, 621 Huntington Ave, Boston. 
Info: 262-6412 


10:00 am - 2:00 pm US and the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict a crash 
course. Sponsored by Mobilization for Survival. Free. At the Central 
Square Library, 45 Pearl St, Cambridge. Info: 354-0008 


10:00 am - 4:00 pm Rummage Sale to benefit the work of Mobilization 
For Survival's Southern Africa task force. Broad array of sales items, 
donations accepted before the day of sale, volunteer help needed on 
the day of sale. At the Old Cambridge Baptist Church, 1151 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge. Info: 354-0008. 

Every Saturday at 10:30 am Living With AIDS Theatre Project: a 
workshop to collect the experiences and stories of those connected 
with the AIDS crisis. At Club Cabaret, 209 Columbus Ave, Boston. 

11:00 am - 5:00 pm Women's Craft Market. Local independent crafts- 
women will sell their work. In the basement at 186 Hampshire St, 
Cambridge. 

11:00 am - 4:00 pm Crafts, Cards, Calendars and Books from Oxfam 
for sale at the Old Cambridge Baptist Church, 1151 Mass. Ave, Cam- 
bridge. Info: 482-1211x529 

2:00 pm - 5:00 pm The Stress of Success: Women, Anger & Change. 
This workshop explores how women can be successful and powerful 
without having to act like men. $15 admission. At the Boston Center 
for Short Term Therapy, 288 Newbury St, Boston. Call 424-9177 to re- 
serve & for information. 

7:00 pm Greater Boston Lesbian & Gay Political Alliance Communi- 
ty Recognition Dinner. Honorees are Senator Michael Barrett, Fred- 
erick Mandel, Beverly Smith, ken Smith, Club Cafe, Rev. Christopher 
Keenan, Boston Gay Men's Chorus, Doralba Munoz, Ellen Shub, New 
England Names Project and the Fenway Community Health Center 
Victim Recovery Program. At the China Pearl Restaurant, 9 Tyler St, 
Boston. Tix $25 in advance at Glad Day & New Words. Info: Will 
Hutcheson at 282-0348 or Bob Tucker at 789-3730 


Center for Marxist Education, 550 MAss Ave, Cambridge. Info: 
868-5620 

3:00 pm AIDS Benefit Concert for the Fenway Health Center pres- 
ented by the Arlington St. Church Choir with the Emmanuel Cham- 
ber Orchestra performing Schubert's Mass in G, Bach's Cantata # 150, 
and Mozart's Ave Verum and Missa Brevis, K 275. $12 donation, $8 for 
children & senior citizens. At the Arlington St Church, corner of Ar- 
lington & Boylston Sts in Boston. Info: 536-7051 

Every Sunday at 7:30 pm Ongoing Healing Group for People with 
AIDS, those affected by AIDS and other life-threatening diseases & all 
those wishing to be of support. At Metro Healing, Metropolitan 
Health Club Aerobics Room, 209 Columbus Ave, Boston. Donations 
Accepted. Information: Brian (267-1154) or Joseph (357-6926) 

n 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm Tax Resistance Clinics: Learn 
IVAUJLl <3 how you can join with other non-payers and 
stop putting your tax dollars into war, weapons, and intervention. 
Sponsored by New England War Tax Resistance. Free. At the Commu- 
nity Church of Boston, 565 Boylston St. 3rd Floor. Info: 731-6139 

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm What is Health? Demita Frazier - Cambridge Hu- 
man Rights Commission, Connie Panzarino - Director Boston Self 
Help Center, Demaris Wehr - Episcopal Divinity School. Sponsored by 
the Women's Theological Center. Info: 277-1330. ASLT- 


7:30 pm Introductory Meeting of the Boston Bisexual Women's Net- 
work. Come learn about activities, support groups, etc. All women 
welcome. Free. At the Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. 
Info: 247-6683.^ 

8:00 pm - 10:00 pm Lesbian Rap: Boundaries in Dating. Free. At the 
Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. Info: 354-8807 T- 


/T The Great Economic Systems: Capitalism and So- 
lllCh O cialism in Transition: the 1988 Brittanica award 
lecture presented by John Kenneth Gailbraith, professor of econom- 
ics, Harvard University. ARCO Forum of Public Affairs. At the JFK 
School of Government, 79 JFK St., Cambridge. Info: 495-1370 


7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 30+ Lesbian Rap: What Do We Want Now That 
We're Older? Free. At the Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. 
Info: 354-8807^ 

Every Tuesday at 7:30 pm ACT/UP meets to confront the AIDS crisis. 
At room 345, Building 3, Roxbury Community College, 1234 Columbus 
Ave, Boston. Info: 49-ACT-UP 


7:30 pm - 10:00 pm Bisexual Women's Rap: Relationships-Men vs 
Women. Free. At the Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. Info: 
354-8807 ^ 


Wfsy si rT 7:00 pm Boston NOW Open House. Learn what 
V V \Z Cl / NOW is doing, locally and nationally, to fight for 
women's rights. At the NOW office, 971 Commonwealth Ave, Boston. 
Info: 782-1056 


7:30 pm Attacks on Working Conditions in Unions, a presentation at 
the Center for Marxist Education, 550 Mass Ave, Cambridge. $3 admis- 
sion. Info: 868-5620 
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8:00 pm The Goddess Myth Reconsidered: A Critique of 
Eco-primitivism a Black Rose Lecture by Janet Biehl. "Within 
contemporary anarchist, feminist, and ecology movements, there has 
been a wave of occultism, spiritualism, paganism, goddess worship, 
and earth worship coupled with deep seated, primitivist antipathies 
to science, technology, and all forms of rational analysis. Biehl 
contends that these currents threaten to transform radical politics into 
religion, replete with hierarchies of priest(ess)es, manipulative 
myth-making, destruction of criticality, and group therapy style 
ritualizations. Free. At MIT room 9-150, 105 Mass Ave, Cambridge. Info: 
524-0781. 

8:00 pm - 12:00 pm Women's Coffeehouse: Winter Celebration with 
surprise guest. Free. At the Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cam- 
bridge. Info: 354-8807^ 

O ^ A. 1 A 11:00 am - 5:00 pm Women's Craft Market. Local 
^ d l JL U independent craftswomen will sell their work. In 
the basement at 186 Hampshire St, Cambridge. 

12:00 pm Demonstration Against War Toys called by Mobilization For 
Survival. At the Downtown Crossing, Boston. Info: 354-0008 

8:00 pm - 11:00 pm Traditional West African Drumming and Dance 
Party. Guest artist Gideon Midawo Alorwoyiee from Ghana. 
Everybody dances. African Food available, dance is upstairs. $6 in 
advance, $8 at the door. At the J.P Firehouse Multicultural Arts Center, 
659 Center St. Jamaica Plain. Info: 277-5866 

9:00 pm - 2:00 am Dance Party! Benefit! for Radical America and Gay 
Community News. DJ John Demeter. Tix available in advance for $6 
at GCN, Glad Day, Red Book, Cambridge Food Co-op, CASA and Ar- 
borway Video. Sliding scale at the door: $6-$10. At Villa Victoria, 85 
West Newton St, South End. Info: 426-4469 or 628-6585^ 

i i 12:00 am -5:00 pm Women's Craft Market. Local 

14.1 L X JL independent craftswomen will sell their work. 
In the basement at 186 Hampshire St, Cambridge. 

4:00 pm - 6:00 pm Slide Show Presentation on Peace Brigades Interna- 
tional and their recent work in El Salvador. At 17 Chester Place, Davis 
Sq. Somerville. Info: 628-2885 

6:00 pm Special screening of Amnesty International Concert. A 
benefit for Amnesty International. $2 donation. At the JFK School of 
Government, 79 JFK St., Cambridge. Info 495-1370 


7:00 pm Running For Power: Socialists and Electoral Politics, a forum 
with Gus Newport, former mayor of Berkeley Ca., Mae Ngai, U.A.W. 
and Rainbow/Labor for Jackson, Bill Fletcher, labor activist and 
associate editor of Forward Motion, Margaret Cerullo from Mass. Act 
Out and Radical America. Sponsored by City Life/Vida Urbana, 
Freedom Road and the Socialist Unity Network. Craft & book sale too. 
$2 donation. At the Roxbury Community College Academic Building, 
room 121, 1234 Columbus Ave, Boston. Info: 524-3541 


8:00 pm - 10:00 pm Feminist Discussion Group: Mothers & Grand- 
mothers: Where are Our Paths?. Free. At the Women's Center, 46 
Pleasant St, Cambridge. Info: 354-8807^ 

8:00 pm Watergate: a Fifteen Year Perspective: first of three panel dis- 
cussions. Richard Kleindiest and Fred Thompson. Roger Porter will be 
moderator. ARCO Forum on Public Affairs. At the JFK School of Gov- 
ernment, 79 JFK St., Cambridge. Info 495-1370 


ly yr -| ry 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm Alternatives to the Cold 

IVIOII JL Zd War: The Political Settlement of Germany. 
Talk by Laura Reed. Free. Sponsored by the Institute for Defense and 
Disarmament Studies. Call 734-4216 for location and more informa- 
tion. 

7:30pm - 9:00 pm Reception for Ed Asner. A benefit for CASA. Call 
CASA at 492-8699 for more details. 
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Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. Info: 354-0008 ^ 

10:45 am Boston Bisexual Women's/Men's Network Monthly Dim 
Sum Brunch. Meet under the arch in Chinatown. Average cost: $6-$8 
per person. Women & Men welcome. Info: 247-6683 

11:00 am - 5:00 pm Women's Craft Market. Local independent crafts- 
women will sell their work. In the basement at 186 Hampshire St, 
Cambridge. 

10:00 am - 6:00 pm Write With Us: Experience the power of women 
writing together. Bring food, small fee for the space. At the Cambridge 
Friends Meetinghouse, 5 Longfellow Pk, Cambridge. Info: Stacie at 
491-3789 or Jaffray at 536-6045 


p q 12:00 am - 5:00 pm Women's Craft Market. Lo- 

£>Un lO cal independent craftswomen will sell their 
work. In the basement at 186 Hampshire St, Cambridge. 


t \ Jf id 7:00 pm Boston NOW Economic Equity Task 

IVIOII Jy Force Meeting. At the Boston NOW office, 
971 Commonwealth Ave, Boston. Info: 782-1056 


7:30 pm Boston Bisexual Women's Network Monthly Volunteer 
Night. Meet new people, talk, do BBWN projects. All women wel- 
come. Call 247-6683 for more information & directions. 


8:00 pm - 10:00 pm Lesbian Rap: Coping with Families During the 
Holidays. Free. At the Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. 
Info: 354-8807^ 

TTJlIlVC On 7:30 pm -10:00 pm Bisexual Women's Rap: 
A XIIIJL9 Images of Bisexual Women in Popular 

Culture & Media 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 30 + Lesbian Rap: Single on the 
Holidays. Free. At the Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. 
Info: 354-8807^ 


7:30 pm Evening Discussion for people who have a friend, a loved 
one, or a family member with AIDS. At the Jewish Family & Chil- 
dren's Service, 637 Washington St, Suite 100, Brookline. 


tat 1 ^i 7:00 pm Boston NOW Lesbian Rights Task 
VV G Cl m X Force meeting . At the NOW office, 971 Com- 
monwealth Ave, Boston. Info: 782-1056 


8:00 pm - 10:00 pm Feminist Discussion Group: Getting Caught in 
Blaming. Free. At the Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge, 
Info: 354-8807£_ 

1-p r\ rr 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 30+ Lesbian Rap: Taking 

lUe S / Risks & Vulnerability 7:30 pm - 10:00 pm Bi- 
sexual Women's Rap: Being Single/Being Part of a Couple. Free. At 
the Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. Info: 354-8807^ 


tat 1 OQ &00 P m “ 10:00 P m Feminist Discussion 
VV e d ZO Group: Holidays and Families. Free. At the 
Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. Info: 354-8807^ 


Sat 31 


9:00 pm Celebrate a Non-sexist, Multicultural 
New Year's Eve With Your Friends at the Jamai- 
ca Plain Firehouse, 659 Centre St., $7 in advance, $10 at the door. A 
benefit for City Lile/Vida Urbana and the Nicaragua Hurricane Relief. 
Child care with prior notice. Info: 524-3541^ 


Listings Deadline for January is 
Friday, December 16 
Send to: What's Left in Boston 
92 Green Street 
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 
or telephone : 522-9671 
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Volunteers Needed! 

What's Left in Boston could use a 
few more collective members (it’s 
all volunteer work). The production 
meetings are in Jamaica Plain, and 
the home base of the calendar is at 
Redbook. But if you can’t make the 
meetings (about two per month) 
there are still ways you can contri- 
bute to the calendar. We need help in 
getting listings, and more generally, 
in establishing ties with the nearly 
200 progressive groups in Boston. 
We need to build up a network of 
sales representatives on college 
campuses around Boston. We have 
to find more bookstore and organi- 
zation sales outlets. We are always 
hard pressed for articles, book 
reviews, and graphics. We need a 
good proofreader. If you would like 
to work on the calendar please give 
us a call. 

— The What 's Left calendar collective 
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Subscription / Donation Form 

I □ $6. Low income subscription (1 year) 

□ $10. Regular one-year subscription. 

□ $18. Organization subscription (1 year). Gets your group five copies of 

the calendar per month to post in your office and distribute to 
members. 

(This sub is optional. Organizations may buy regular subs, or even low-income 
subs. But an Organization Sub would be a nice gesture of support for us and you 
will also receive the extra copies of the calendar. We hope of course that you will 
list all your events in the calendar.) 

One-Time Contribution (over and above subscription) 

□ $5 □ $10 □ $15 □ $20 □ $25 □ $50 □ $ 

Sustainer Contributor (a pledged monthly donation, for the first year only) 

(We will send a reminder card if you forget. Otherwise there will be no pressure if you 


decide to skip a month or discontinue the donations.) 

□ $5 □ $10 □ $15 □ $20 □ $25 □$ per month. 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

Make check payable to What’s Left in Boston, and mail to 92 Green Street, 
Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts 02130. 
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